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White House Said to Be in Talks 
With Washington Post on Data 
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By BERNARD WEINRAUB 
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WASHINGTON, May U— The White 
Houae and Hie Washington Poet have 
been engaged In “negotiations'’ over 
the last several weeks about the publi- 
cation of information classified as se- 
cret that the newspaper has received. 
White Houee officials said today. 

A White House official said Edward 
P. Djerejian, a deputy White House 
press secretary who deals with na- 
tional security matters, 

ward, an assistant managing editor 
the ne w sp aper, wen “In the middle of 
n egotia ti o n s” about the publication of 
the article. The official declined sev- 
eral times, to discuss the nature or de- 
uiii of the n e f o ti a tt o ni, 

Administration officials have 

the information obtained by The Wash- 
ington Post might have included some 
of the classified data provided to the 
Soviet Union by Ronald W. Pelton, a 
former employee of the National Se- 
curity Agency, who has been charged 
with espionage. Mr. Pelton, who is in 
jail awaiting trial. Is said to have told 
the Russians about American systems 
used to intercept communications. 

< Jj* 6 ' Dlr ® ctor 01 

mitment from the Justice Department 
to prosecute the paper if it published 
the information. Administration offi- 
cials said last week that the Justice De- 
partment was resisting the request to 
prosecute The Post, as well as other 
newspapers and magashwe that may 
have published information 
as secret. 


A White House official declined to 
discuss the details of the White House 
negotiations with The Post, except to 
say, "We are discussing the p roposed 
publication of an article, and our seri- 
ous reservations on the publication for 
national security rat am ** 

The official said the White House 
"categorically opposes publication." of 
the article, adding that "there is an oo- 
OOina dlTHMtnw t. 


Mr. Casey has met l 

with two senior editors of The Post and 
warned than the newspaper could be 
prosecuted!! it went ahead with its re- 
port. Both the Administration and Con- 
are 


Earlier this month, the Pentagon < 
missed a se ni or official on grounds that 
he had been the source of a news article 
on a sensitive matter. 

Mr. Casey has said that ha believed 
The Post as well as The New York 
Times, The Washington Times, and 
lime and Newsweek ■»««*»«« had 
violated the law by pubiishirg class!- 


Government officials have said 

the information that The Post had ob- 
tained covered a broad range of activi- 
ties of the National Security Agency. 

White House officials said that they 
had "no idea" when The Post intended 
to print Its article and that the Admin , 
istration opposed any publication of the 
information that has been under dis- 
cussion between Mr. Djerejian and Mr. 
Woodward. 
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